ASSAYERS AND SOOTHSAYERS          Si
dred tons. Twelve of them were to return at the end
of the summer laden with ore. The other three were
destined to face the polar winter.
So we have them there, in Harwich Harbor, all as-
sembled and ready, on May 27th, 1578. Best is full
of glee. One detects a note of light-heartedness under
his smooth-flowing scriptural style, and we see in his
list of ships and captains, modestly inserted halfway
down, the name of Captain Best, in the Anne Frances*
We are free to suppose him patronizing the new men
who had never been north of fifty-five in their lives.
Hall, who had been in the game from the beginning, a
tower of strength to the admiral, was chief pilot of the
fleet. In his disposition of the personnel we gain a
glimpse of the naval officer Frobisher ultimately be-
came. We see the executive, the disciplinarian, evolving
from the buccaneer and intrepid leader. Drake was out
on his "famous voyage" at this time and was making
his dispositions with regard to one Master Thomas
Doughty's incitement to mutiny on the high seas on
board Her Majesty's ship Golden Hind. In that som-
ber episode off Port St. Julian, and in the following
"Articles and Orders to be observed for the Fleet,"
we discover the beginnings of the excellent strong struc-
ture of naval discipline which has been brought to its
present perfection by generations of officers nurtured
in that tradition.
Articles and Orders to be observed for the Fleet
Set down by Captain FROBISHER, General, and
delivered in writing to every Captain, as well for
keeping company, as for the course^ the 31, of
May.
i.   Imprimis, to banish swearing, dice and card-
playing, and filthy communication, and to serve God
twice a day, with the ordinary service usual in,
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